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Northgate Primary School
Music Curriculum
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 Music Overview 2026-2027
These units are for the year 2026-2027 only.  This has been done in order to ensure that the children have the basic knowledge and skills required for each year group in order to move through the units successfully. 
	
	Autumn A
	Autumn B
	Spring A
	Spring B
	Summer A
	Summer B

	R
	Me!
(Charanga original scheme)
	
	Everyone!
(Charanga original scheme)
	
	Big Bear Funk
(Charanga original scheme)
	

	1
	My Musical Heartbeat
(Charanga Y1)
	
	WCT – Ocarina (Somerset Music)
	
	Dance, Sing and Play   
(Charanga Y1)
	

	2
	
	Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch
(Charanga Y2)
	
	WCT – Ocarina (Somerset Music)
	
	Inventing a Musical Story
(Charanga Y2)

	3
	
	Writing Music Down
(Charanga Y3)

	
	Glockenspiel Stage 1 (Charanga)
	
	Compose using your imagination
(Charanga Y3)

	4
	WCT  (Somerset Music)
	Musical Structures
(Charanga Y4)
	
	Compose with Friends 
(Charanga Y4)
	

	5
	
	Melody and Harmony in Music
(Charanga Y5)
	
	Blown Away Recorder Book 1 
(Charanga)
	
	Enjoying Musical Styles
(Charanga Y5)

	6
	Melody and Harmony in Music
(Charanga Y5)
	
	Enjoying Musical Styles
(Charanga Y5)
	
	Blown Away Recorder Book 2 
(Charanga)
	




Progression Document
	
	                                             Music

	N
	Expressive Arts – Exploring and using media and materials:

16-26mths Begins to move to music, listen to or join in   
                   rhymes or songs

22-36mths Joins in singing favourite songs.
                 Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or 
                 blowing.
                 Shows an interest in the way musical instruments    
                 sound.

30-50mths Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.
                 Sings a few familiar songs.
                 Beginning to move rhythmically.
                 Imitates movement in response to music.
                 Taps out simple repeated rhythms.
                 Explores and learns how sounds can be changed.


	Expressive Arts – Being Imaginative

16-26mths   Expresses self through physical action and sound.

30-50mths   Creates movement in response to music.
                    Sings to self and makes up simple songs.
                    Makes up rhythms.

	FS
	Expressive Arts – Exploring and using media and materials:

30-50mths  Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.
                    Sings a few familiar songs.
                    Beginning to move rhythmically.
                    Imitates movement in response to music.
                    Taps out simple repeated rhythms.
                    Explores and learns how sounds can be   
                    changed.
40-60mths   Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances.
                    Explores the different sounds of instruments.

ELG              Children sing songs, make music and dance, and    
                    experiment with ways of changing them


	Expressive Arts – Being Imaginative

30-50mths Creates movement in response to music.
                   Sings to self and makes up simple songs.
                   Makes up rhythms.

ELG             They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings     
                   through design and technology, art, music, dance, role 
                   play and stories.


	
	Singing and Performing
	Playing and Performing
	Creating and Composing
	Listening and Appraising

	Years 1/2
	To be able to sing a simple melody accurately. 
To be able to control pitch and rhythm while singing collectively. 
To be able to use their voices expressively through chanting and rhymes.
To be able to follow pitch movement with their hands. 
To respond to simple visual clues (stop, go, louder).

	To use instruments to explore creating a range of sounds from a variety of sources.
To rehearse and perform with others.
To be able perform tuned and untuned instruments as a group.
Year 2
To create, select and combine sounds in a soundscape.
To follow instructions when performing as a group.
To make improvements to their own work.
	To use simple changes in pitch to convey a story.
To contribute towards creating music as a class.
To suggest symbols to represent sounds.
Year 2
To create a simple sound scape from a selection of tuned and unturned instruments.
To be able to explore sounds using everyday objects.
	To be able to identify high and low notes.
To begin to identify common orchestral instruments.
To listen to a variety of music from different cultures, traditions and historical periods. 
To begin to explore their opinions about music.
To identify pulse in different pieces of music, getting faster and slower as a class to the music.
To perform a repeated pattern.


	Years 3/4
	To be able to sing expressively with awareness and control at the expressive elements. E.g. tempo, dynamics.
To be able to sing songs with increasing control of breathing, posture and sound projection.
To know how mouth shapes can affect sound.
To respond to more complex visual clues (stop, crescendo, staccato).

	To select instruments purposefully to create a soundscape.
To be able to play tuned and untuned instruments (recorder and percussion) and to play an accompaniment.
To be able to memorise and perform an extended melody. To be able to vary tempo.
To be able to read simple music notation while rehearsing and performing. 
To have an awareness of different parts while performing.
To make improvements on performances based on past performances.

	To be able to select an appropriate tempo and dynamics.
To create textures by combining sounds in different ways.
To compose music in pairs and make improvements to their own music (using the recorder/percussion). To create short improvisations using tuned instruments.
To be able to recognise crotchets, quavers and minims.
 
	To recognise how pitch changes can be used to convey a story or character.
To be able to identify different sound sources.
To be able to identify common orchestral instruments.
To listen with attention to detail to a variety of music.
To appreciate and understand to a variety of high-quality music from different cultures and traditions and from great composers and musicians.
To recognise rhythmic patterns.



	Years 5/6
	To be able to sing with expression, control of breathing, sound projection and awareness of style.
To be able to identify phrases through breathing in appropriate places.
To be able to sing a two-part song with awareness of other parts.
To respond to more complex visual clues and to follow a conductor when singing two-part songs.

	To identify and control different ways tuned instruments can make sounds. 
To be able to explore, select, combine and exploit a range of different sounds to create a sound scape.
To play a more complicated melody (recorder).
To present performances effectively with awareness of audience, awareness and occasion.
To be able to evaluate and suggest improvements to their own and others work.
To be able to perform other children’s written compositions (recorder).

	To be able to refine and describe their use of appropriate tempo and dynamics.
To be able to choose appropriate instruments to create a musical idea.
To compose a song individually, in pairs or in groups with a melody, accompaniment and rhythm.
To be able to follow a noted melody as an aid to singing and playing

	To identity how different sounds create different moods. To be able to identify different musical instrument families.
To be able to identify common instruments when listening to a piece of music.
To listen with attention to detail to music with an increasing aural memory.
To appreciate and understand a variety of high-quality music from different cultures and traditions and from great composers and musicians.
To describe, compare and evaluate different pieces of music using appropriate vocabulary.
To be able to recognise metre (how many beats in a bar) by recognising the strong beats.
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