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Dear parents, carers and children
Woolavington School’s new four-legged staff member!
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After months of planning and extensive research into the benefits of dogs in schools, we have decided to
make an addition to our staff team — a school dog! We are welcoming a male, short-haired, black and tan,
miniature Dachshund to our school. He will be joining us at the end of May and as well as becoming my
pet, he will accompany me to school on a daily basis.

There is now extensive research to show how beneficial it is educationally and emotionally for children to
have contact with a dog whilst at school. School dogs provide enjoyment through interaction as well as
developing understanding of responsibility, empathy and nurturing skills. Our children here at
Woolavington, especially our most vulnerable children and reluctant learners, would benefit hugely from a
friendly listener and the calming influence of a dog. Our children already benefit from our ‘calm approach’
ethos in the classroom and we believe a school dog would add to our already calm and nurturing ethos.

Furthermore, it has been demonstrated that pupils who have behavioural issues can benefit from the
company of a dog to provide relaxation in times of distress. Reading dogs are also hugely popular across
the country and we believe that here at Woolavington our children would relish the opportunity to read to
a dog especially to build confidence with some of our most reluctant readers.

Our children would have the opportunity to care for the dog, promote their independence and sense of
responsibility and soothe any potential anxieties. The breed of dog (miniature dachshund) has been
carefully selected as suitable for this type of environment. It has been proven that working and playing
with a dog improves children’s social skills and self-esteem. Animals in schools can encourage children to
respect all life, teach responsibility, motivate those children who are often not that attentive, help calm
children down and improve academic achievement. We have a significant number of children who need
support with SEMH, a school dog will provide the opportunity for these children to be calm and it will
support stress and anxiety management.
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You may have read a recent article published by the BBC where Vice chancellor of the University of
Buckingham, Sir Anthony Seldon, stated that every school should have a dog — or a pet generally —in order
to reduce stress. Speaking at the Ultimate Wellbeing in Education conference, Seldon and education
secretary, Damian Hinds, agreed that ‘wellbeing dogs’ in schools were a useful tool. His simple, low-tech
approach to reducing anxiety includes the soothing presence of animals — particularly dogs.

“The quickest and biggest hit that we can make to improve mental health in our schools and to make
them feel safe for children, is to have at least one dog in every single school in the country,”

“Because children can relate to animals when they are hurt and anxious and sad in a way that they can’t
always with human beings. It will be a powerfully cost-effective way of helping children feel more secure
at schools. The evidence is very clear that it works, and every single school — primary, secondary, special
—should have dogs. It’s hard to think of an easier, quicker benefit.”

As well as social and emotional support, the school dog will provide extensive learning opportunities for all
our children. The children will learn first and foremost how to care for a dog and they will experience the
joy of being around a dog. The dog will be ‘crate trained’ to ensure the dog has a safe space for respite in-
between working with the children. The children will have the opportunity to become ‘puppy trainers’ and
apply to be a member of the dog walking lunch time group. It is a long term aim that the dog will be
trained to sit on children’s laps or next to them whilst they read aloud. There is scope for the role of the
school dog to evolve as we re-design our curriculum and we will be asking the staff, children and parents
for ideas on this.

A full risk assessment will be created with our Health and Safety Governor and will be reviewed annually.
Any dog foul will be cleaned immediately and disposed of appropriately by an adult. Children must never
attempt to do this. The dog will be trained to go to the toilet on the grass area at the front of school, away
from where the children play. Children and parents will have the option to ‘opt-out’ of spending time with
the dog, should any child have an allergy or not want to be around the dog. The dog will always be
supervised by an adult and will never be left alone or alone with a child. Should a bite (even playful) occur,
outlined, clear steps will be taken to ensure the child and dog are safe, parents are contacted and the
suitability of the school dog reviewed.

With this in mind, | would really appreciate your feedback on this new venture. | welcome your questions
and potential concerns so please do see me on the gate in the mornings or email the school office if you
would prefer. As stated above, if your child has an allergy to dogs, please let the office know and equally if
you or your children do not wish to partake in activities with the dog, please let the office now and this will
be respected.

Yours sincerely

Georgina Maclennan
Head of School
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