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03 November 2023

A message from the Chair of Governors

On behalf of the Woolavington Local Governing Committee

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to a new academic year at Woolavington Village Primary School. We would like to
say a very ‘special welcome’ to all the children and their parents and carers starting school for the
first time. We hope they have settled in during the first Half Term and are enjoying the new
opportunities and experiences that being in school gives them.

Another exciting and inspiring academic school year lies ahead. We would also like to welcome our
Woolavington staff into this academic year, with teachers teaching in the following classes:

Miss Ashleigh Edwards, Crocodile Class, years R and 1
Mrs Kirsty Dear, Zebra Class, years 1 and 2

Miss Grace Davey, Leopard Class, years 2 and 3

Mr Sean Leddy, Tiger Class, years 4 and 5

Ms Heather Cooke and Mrs Sarah Evans, Lions Class, years 5 and 6

This year is going to be very exciting for Woolavington. As a member of Futura Learning Partnership
we are now part of a much larger group of schools. This will bring many exciting opportunities for
the school. All staff are continuing to work hard to ensure that the children have access to high
quality learning, so they achieve their full potential.

We look forward to meeting and working with you all throughout this academic year.

%mdotr\/\

Mandy Milsom
Chair of Governors
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Meet the Governors!

As governors we work hard, but often behind the scenes. In broad terms, as a Governing Body
Committee we:

e Take a strategic role in the running of Woolavington Village Primary School
e Act as a critical and supportive friend to the School
e Ensure accountability to the school community

We work in partnership with the Headteacher and the school staff, taking an active interest in the
direction of the school, improvement plans as well as financial monitoring. Governors play a
strategic role and do not get involved in the day to day running of the school.

We work together as a team but we do also have defined roles within the Governing Body:

e Mandy Milsom — Chair of Governors and SEND Link

e Nicola Thompson — Vice Chair of Governors and Safeguarding Link governor
e  Martyn Draper — Pupil Premium link governor

e Grace Davey — Staff Governor

e Georgina Maclennan — Headteacher

e Richard Rosslyn — Clerk to the Governing Body

My name is Mandy Milsom and | have been a governor at Woolavington
Village Primary School for just over a year now. | am delighted to be re-
appointed Chair of Governors for this academic year. | am the link
governor responsible for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND).

| worked in education for a long time, over 33 years. | joined the
Governing Body as | wanted to give back to the sector after retiring. |
wanted to use my experience and skills to support Woolavington
Village Primary School on their exciting educational journey.

I am a grandmother and love spending time with my two granddaughters.
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My name is Nicola Thompson and my main role on the governing body
is that of the governor responsible for safeguarding. | have two girls,
Dulcie who is in Tiger Class and Peggy who is in Zebra Class. | enjoy
being part of the Governing Committee and supporting the school,
playing a part in its development.

As a family we are very much a part of village life, and the school is an
important part of that community. | come from a teaching background,
and | am now on the Senior Management Team at Somerset Music. |
deliver Whole Class Music teaching at Woolavington School to KS2
throughout the year. Feel free to say hello if you see me at the school
gates.

My name is Grace Davey and | represent the school staff on the governing
body. As a staff governor, | provide a teacher’s perspective on supporting
the school and pass on anything that staff members would like governors
to know.

| joined Woolavington Primary as a teaching assistant in September 2018.
Since then, | have completed my teaching degree and am now the proud
teacher of Years 2 and 3 in Leopard Class!

In my spare time, | enjoy cooking, reading and walking my dog, Nellie, on
the Quantocks.

My name is Martin Draper. My primary role within the school governing
body is that of Pupil Premium Governor. | have 3 children, 2 of which are
in or just about in adulthood. I'm doing it all over again with my daughter,
Bea in year 2, Zebra Class.

Having moved to Woolavington last year, I’'m really enjoying life in the
village and wish to make a positive impact on everyone here. Mostly
working from home in my IT related day job, I'm eager to get out and
about and make a difference.

| am really looking forward to continuing to play my part in ensuring the
school can continue to be the best it can.
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Woolavington Village Primary School is looking for Governors

The Governing Committee at Woolavington Village Primary School, part of Futura
Learning Partnership, is inviting people in the community to consider becoming a school
governor.

If you would like to learn more about the school and Futura Learning Partnership visit

www.futuralearning.co.uk where you will find relevant information on the Futura

Learning Partnership and on each school. (‘Our Schools’ tab.)

The most important qualities for being a school governor are time, enthusiasm,
commitment and resilience (to deliver the other three!) as well as an enquiring mind. It
is great if you have experience of working in a team, making joint decisions on strategy,

organisational ethos and financial management. You don’t need experience in the

education sector, but you do need an interest in education, the well-being of children
and be prepared to hold school leaders to account. The school welcomes interest from a
wide range of people from diverse backgrounds, seeking to ensure we reflect the
community we serve.

If you are interested, please send an email to:

rrosslyn@woolavingtonprimaryschool.org.uk

We will be able to answer any questions you have and send you further information.

Or maybe someone else you know would be suitable and interested? If so, please share
with them and suggest they get in touch.

Thank you for your interest and your support.
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