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Our Safeguarding Team

Welcome to the sixth issue of our
Safeguarding Newsletter. Each term we will be
focussing on safeguarding themes which we
know are important to our community. We

hope this issue’s content will help to prepare
you and your family for a safe summer.

In this issue you can find:

Safety advice for when your children are
out in the sun this summer. 
Top tips for water safety. 
Advice for parents about their child’s use
of social media.
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SPOTLIGHT ON...

Sun and Water Safety

Follow this link to access
free activities for Water

Safety!
Did you know that

there are
approximately

360,000 deaths by
drowning world wide

each year...

Children should always be supervised in the
water. Although it’s tempting to think that

they will be safe if they’re wearing a rubber
ring or armbands – you should never rely on

a buoyancy aid or inflatable. In fact,
inflatables can sometimes be more dangerous
as if they tip, children can struggle to right
themselves. Always ensure you are in the

water, within reaching distance. However, it’s
not just in swimming pools, lakes and rivers
that children require supervision. You should
never leave them on their own in baths or
paddling pools and always supervise with

any water play.

When on holiday:

Check the safety arrangements at the
property in advance and choose pools that

are fenced with locking gates.

Check the property when you arrive to ensure
there are no ponds and that the pool really is

secure for your child.

Always supervise children when they are
playing in or near water and be sober.

Teach children to swim from an early age.

Speak to your children about staying safe in
ponds, lakes, rivers and seas and always
deter them from diving into any unknown

depths.

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers/schools/water-safety/water-safety-for-little-explorers
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers/schools/water-safety/water-safety-for-little-explorers


SPOTLIGHT ON...

Social Media
Social networking is hugely popular. Many young people are sophisticated in the way they use

social media apps and websites, tailoring their communication for different audiences, and
accessing them from a range of devices including smartphones, tablets, and games consoles.
But social media, like all forms of public communication, comes with some risks. Not all of

these risks turn into actual problems; and if children never face any risks, they never learn how
to deal with them. By helping your child understand what the risks are, you can play a big

part in preventing them from turning into problems.

What they could see or do:

Seeing or sharing of violent, sexual and pornographic
content.

Inaccurate or false information and extreme views
Promotion of harmful behaviours including self-harm,

anorexia and suicide
Over-sharing of personal information

Actively or unintentionally getting involved in bullying
or hurtful behaviour

How this could affect them:
Fear of missing out leading to excessive use or exaggeration

Getting upset by things they have seen and being uncertain about
what to do

Engaging, or being pressured into engaging in more risky
behaviour either by accident or by design

Developing unrealistic, and perhaps depressing ideals of body
image and gender

Becoming subject to peer pressure or interactions that are intense
or too difficult to handle

Creating an online reputation that may create problems for them
in the future

Practical tips to help minimise the risks your child might face:

It’s good practice for apps and websites to have safety advice and
well-designed safety features which can make a real difference to

how safe your child will be when using them.

Work through safety and privacy features on the apps that your
child is using, or might use. 

Make sure they understand the point of these and how to use them.
Don’t be put off by believing your child knows more than you: the

tools are actually quite easy to manage.

Ask them to show you which social media apps they use and what
they like about them.

 Talk about how they use them and what makes them so engaging.

Explain how you can use privacy settings to make sure only
approved friends can see posts & images.

Check if any of their apps have ‘geo-location’ enabled, sharing their
location unintentionally.

Show them how to report offensive comments or block people who
upset them.

Check ‘tagging’ settings so that when others are posting or sharing
photos online, your child’s identity is not revealed. Also, get people‘s

consent before sharing photos.

Encourage your child to come and talk to you if they see anything
that upsets them.



TRUSTED ADULTS

For more information on safeguarding at Woolavington Primary School please
visit our website:

www.woolavingtonprimaryschool.org.uk/safeguarding

NSPCC for concerns about a child: 0808 800
5000

NSPCC Childline: 0800 1111

Police Child Abuse Investigation Team: 0845
456 7000

If you have a concern about a child (Somerset
Safeguarding Line): 0300 123 2224

USEFUL CONTACTS

In school, we teach the children to find and
speak to a trusted adult if they are worried or

need help. 

A trusted adult is any person involved a
child’s life who is safe and who the child

knows well. 

This could be parents, carers, wider family
members, teachers, lunchtime supervisors or

office staff. 

Every member of staff at Woolavington
School is fully trained to know what to do if a
child shares a worry or concern with them. 

We are all here to listen and help.

http://www.woolavingtonprimaryschool.org.uk/safeguarding

