
 Understanding the World- Progression in Skills and Knowledge 

 

Willow Class Cycle A - Reception 

Autumn Term:  Totally ROARSOME! 

The Natural World 
 

• I can make observations of the features of the Jurassic coastline 
• I can talk about my local environment from photos 

• I can use simple aerial photos to identify landmarks  
 
People, Culture and Communities 

 
• I can talk about my local environment from photos 

 
Past and Present 

 

 
Key Vocabulary 

coast, beach, cliff, coast, sea, soil, landmarks 

Spring Term: Whose Beak is this? 

The Natural World 

 

• I can identify some features such as mountains and beaches 

• I can describe the features of mountains and beaches 
 
People, Culture and Communities 

 
• I can observe the seven continents on a map 

• I can locate Africa on a map  
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 

country and life in another country  

 
Key Vocabulary 

continent, Antarctica, Africa, North and South America, Europe, Australia, Asia, mountains and 
beaches, similarities and differences 

Summer Term: Turrets and Tiaras 

The Natural World 
 

• I can locate the four counties of the United Kingdom on a map 
• I can identify castles on photos  

• I can identify some features that surround castles  
 

People, Culture and Communities 

• I can talk about how lives could be different to my own 

Key Vocabulary  

country, capital city, England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, London map, physical features, human 

features, hill, river 
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Willow Class Cycle B - Reception 

Autumn Term:  Who lives in a house like this? 

The Natural World 
 

• I can observe the differences between seasonal and daily weather 

patterns  
• I can observe and discuss daily weather patterns 

• I can describe how daily weather patterns change over time 
 
 

 
 
Key Vocabulary  

weather, season, patterns, inland, costal, trees, leaves, autumn, spring, summer, winter 

 

Spring Term: If I Were an Explorer? 

The Natural World 

 

• I can locate the North and South Pole on a map 
• I can discuss that environments are different in the North and 

South Pole 

• I can identify some features found in the North and South Pole 

 

People, Culture and Communities 
 

• I can identify the four points of a compass  

 

Key Vocabulary 

continent, Antarctica, Africa, North and South America, Europe, Australia, Asia, compass, north, east, 

south, west, map, mountain, sea, ocean, season, weather  

Summer Term: Do all Superheroes Wear a Cape? 

 

Key Vocabulary 
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Willow Class Cycle A – Year 1 

Autumn Term:  Totally ROARSOME! 
Human and physical geography 

use geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features 
 

• I can locate human and physical features of the Jurassic  
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork-  
 

• I can talk about and describe features of the local environment from photos 

• I can use simple aerial photos to identify landmarks and basic human and physical 
features. 

Key Vocabulary 

Physical geography- coast, beach, cliff, coast, sea, soil 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork- landmarks, human and physical features 
Spring Term: Whose Beak is this? 
Locational knowledge 

name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 

• I can locate and name the seven continents on a map 
• I can locate Africa and the country of Kenya on a map  

 
 

Human and physical geography 

use geographical vocabulary to refer to key human and physical features  

 

• I can identify some physical features- savannahs, valleys, mountains and beaches 
• I can describe the features of savannahs, valleys, mountains and beaches 

Key Vocabulary 

Locational knowledge- continent, Antarctica, Africa, North and South America, Europe, Australia, Asia 

 

Physical features- savannahs, valleys, mountains and beaches 

Summer Term: Turrets and Tiaras 

Locational Knowledge 

name, locate the four countries and identify capital cities of the United Kingdom 
 

• I can locate the four counties of the United Kingdom on a map 

• I can identify and name the 4 capital cities of the United Kingdom 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
to recognise landmarks and physical and human features 

 
• I can identify castles on a map 
• I can identify physical features that surround castles  

• I can explain why castles were built near particular physical features  
Key Vocabulary  
Locational Knowledge- country, capital city, England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, London, 

Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork- castles, map, physical features, human features, hill, river 
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Willow Class Cycle B – Year 1 

Autumn Term:  Who lives in a house like this? 

Human and physical geography 

identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 
 

• I can identify differences between seasonal and daily weather patterns  
• I can observe and describe daily weather patterns 
• I can describe how daily weather patterns change over time 

• I can describe how weather may be different in inland/coastal areas 

Key Vocabulary  

Human and physical geography- weather, season, patterns, inland, costal 
 

Spring Term: If I Were an Explorer? 

Locational knowledge 

name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 

• I can locate Antarctica on a map  

• I can locate the Arctic on a map 
• I can locate and name the seven continents on a map 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational language 

to describe location of features and routes on a map 
 

• I can identify the four points of a compass and find out how can use them to navigate 

around a map 
 

Human and physical geography  

identify the seasonal patterns in cold areas of the world in relation to the North and South Pole 

 
• I can identify the physical features found in Antarctica 

• I can identify the physical features found in the Arctic  
• I can describe the Antarctic and Arctic climate and the difference between summer and 

winter 
Key Vocabulary 

Locational knowledge- continent, Antarctica, Africa, North and South America, Europe, Australia, Asia 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork- compass, north, east, south, west, map 

 

Physical features- mountain, sea, ocean, season, weather  

Summer Term: Do all Superheroes Wear a Cape? 

 

Key Vocabulary 
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Oak Class – Year 2 

Autumn Term:  DOES X ALWAYS MARK THE SPOT? 

Locational knowledge 
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.  
Geographical skills and fieldwork – use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its 
countries as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied in KS1. (Recap of learning in Willow) 

• I can identify the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

• I can use a map and/or an atlas to locate the continents and oceans.  
 
Place knowledge  
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 
geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 

• I can sort, group and compare physical and human features in the local environment and in a contrasting 
non-European country.  

• I can use maps, Google street view and photos plans to locate places and features in the locality and in a 
contrasting non-European country.  

• I can compare and contrast human and physical features of the local environment and a contrasting non-
European country.  

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
Use aerial photographs an plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features. 

• I can gather information about the human and physical features of the local environment and a contrasting 
non-European country.  

 

Human and physical geography  
Identify daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation 
to the Equator and the North and South Poles. 

• I can locate the UK and Trinidad and Tobago in relation to the Equator, North and South Poles. 
• I can record daily weather patterns in Tickenham. 
• I can compare daily weather patterns between Tickenham and San Juan, Trinidad and Tobago.  

Key Vocabulary 

Physical features including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and weather. 
Key human features including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop. 

Continent, weather, island, climate, Equator, North and South Pole 

Spring Term: HOSPITALS AND HEALTHCARE 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied in KS1. Use simple compass directions (N, S, E, W) and locational and 
directional language to describe the location of features and routes on map. Use aerial photographs an 
plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; 

use and construct basic symbols in a key. Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 
areas. 

• I can make a simple map of the school. 
• I can make a simple sketch map of the school. 
• I can recognise map symbols. 

• I can use directional language to describe the features on a map. 
• I can use directional language to describe a route on a map. 
• I can use an atlas 
• I can locate UK and Crimea on a map. (Link to English Journey) 

Key Vocabulary 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: map, sketch map, atlas, globe, symbols, landmarks, human and physical 
features, aerial view, birds eye view,  

Summer Term: STEP BACK IN TIME 

Locational knowledge – Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities 
of the UK and its surrounding seas. 

• I can name and locate the four countries of the United Kingdom and their capitals cities. 
• I can name and locate the seas surrounding the UK. 
• I can describe the main characteristics of the four countries of the UK. 

Key Vocabulary  

Country, capital city, seas, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, London, Belfast, Edinburgh, Cardiff 
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Cedar Class Cycle A – Year 3/4 

Autumn Term:  WHAT DID THEY YABBA-DABBA-DOOO IN THE STONE AGE? 

Through the lens of history, Human and physical geography -  describe and 

understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
• Visit to local Iron Age Settlement Cadbury Camp - I can identify why prehistoric people 

choose this location to settle 
 

Key Vocabulary 

settlement, land use, agriculture, defence, hill, fort,  
 
Spring Term: WONDERFUL WORLDS: RAINFORESTS 

Locational knowledge – Focus North and South America 
• I can use maps to locate the continents of North and South America and the region of 

the Amazon rainforest 
• I can identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, the equator, the 

northern and southern hemispheres, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian.  

 

Place knowledge - Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region within North or South America 

• I can describe and explain the features of the layers of a rainforest. 
• I can understand why the rainforest is under threat 
• I can present an opinion in a deforestation debate 

• I can explore ways to protect the rainforest 
 

Human and physical geography  - Describe and understand key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 
 
Key Vocabulary  

biome, equator, habitat, deforestation, ecosystem, canopy, carbon dioxide, oxygen, climate, 
continent, emergent layer, forest floor, under storey,  Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, 

vegetation belt, zone  
 
Summer Term: RAIDERS AND INVADERS 

Through the lens of history, Human and physical geography -  describe and 
understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and 

land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and wate 

• I can identify that invaders were drawn to regions of the UK for more fertile land. 

• I can use maps to explain the predominant routes of Viking invasions. 
• I can make links with where the Vikings settled to the physical location of rivers.  

 
Key Vocabulary 

agriculture, region, fertile, route, location, river 
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Cedar Class Cycle B – Year 3/4 

Autumn Term: HOW CAN WE UNRAVEL THE MYSTERIES OF ANCIENT EGYPT? 

Through the lens of history, Human and physical geography -  describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water 

• I can make links with where the Egyptians settled to the physical location of the River Nile.  
 

Key Vocabulary 

River Nile,  irrigation, fertile, climate, continent, settlement, agriculture 

 

Spring Term: SOUTH WEST EXPLORERS: UK AND ITALY 

Place  Knowledge – understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 

of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in a 

European country 

• I can name and locate the countries and cities of the UK 

• I can name and locate the main rivers and seas of the UK 

• I can describe geographical similarities and differences, including types of settlement and land 

use through the study of Clevedon and Campania 

 

Human and physical geography -  describe and understand key aspects of volcanoes and land 

use and economic activity  

• I can identify and describe the impact of major volcanic eruptions. 

• I can identify key physical and human characteristics of Clevedon and Campania. 

• I can describe geographical similarities and differences, including types of settlement and land 

use through the study of Clevedon and Campania 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork -   

• I can use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in 

the local area using a range of methods.  

• I can use digital technologies to study Campania 

• I can use four-figure grid referencing. 

• I can use the 8 points of the compass to describe the location of features and routes on a map.  

• I can use world maps, atlases and globes and digital/computer mapping to locate Clevedon and 

Campania. 
 

Key Vocabulary 

characteristics, city, climate, coast, continent, country, earthquake, environment, equator, fieldwork, 

hemisphere, hill, house, landmark, land use, latitude, locality, location, longitude, map, mountains, 

observational skills, ocean,  region, river, scale, shop, tropic of Capricorn, tropic of Cancer, valley, 

village, volcano,  
 

Summer Term: WHERE DID THE ROMANS ROME? 

Through the lens of history, Human and physical geography -  describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water 

• I can identify that Roman invaders were drawn to the UK for their natural resources, e.g 

minerals – metals.  

• I can use maps to explain the predominant routes of Roman roads.  

• I can identity Roman settlements that still exist today from their names e.g ending cester, 

chester.  
 

Key Vocabulary 

minerals, metals, natural resources, settlements, 
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Acacia Class Cycle A – Year 5/6 

Autumn Term:  WHAT MAKES BRITAIN GREAT?  
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  
use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 
use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

 

• I can use a range of equipment and maps to conduct fieldwork tasks. 

• I can communicate findings using geographical terms. 
• I can locate a city in the UK using six-figure grid referencing. 

• I can create maps of the local environment and beyond using conventional symbols, a key and four-figure grid 

referencing. 
• I can use world maps, atlases and globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied. 

 
Locational knowledge   
name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
 

• I can identify and describe the key geographical features of the United Kingdom.  
• I can identify the counties that make up the United Kingdom.  
• I can locate towns and cities in the United Kingdom.  
• I can describe the different hills and mountains in the United Kingdom.  
• I can find out about the seas and coasts of the United Kingdom.  
• I can identify and explore the major rivers of the United Kingdom 

Key Vocabulary 

Locational Knowledge: United Kingdom, region, county, characteristics, human, physical, rivers, 

coasts, mountains.  

Geographical skills and fieldwork: atlas, globe, compass, compass point, grid reference, symbol, 

Ordnance Survey, features. 

Spring Term: WHAT DID THE ANCIENT GREEKS FIND HIDDEN IN THE STARS? 
Locational knowledge 
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, 

key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities (Athens / Sparta) 
 
I can be a historical detective (locating Greece / Athens on a map – doesn’t have rivers) 
 
Human and physical geography 
human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 

and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water physical 
geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 
I can explain why Athens was so powerful (human and physical features)  
I can compare and contrast the physical geography of Athens and Sparta 

Key Vocabulary 

Locational knowledge: city, Athens, Sparta, Greece, map, Europe, continent, country 

Human and physical geography: settlement, land use, mountainous, coastal, defend 

Summer Term: DOES THE PUNISHMENT ALWAYS FIT THE CRIME? 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 
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Acacia Class Cycle B 

Autumn Term:  AFRI-CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? 
Human and physical geography 
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
 
I can explore and describe the different regions and countries of Africa. Within this objective, we will: 

- Describe the similarities and differences between Africa’s climate zones and biomes 
- Explain how rivers are formed and the geographical uses (English focus) 
- Compare the differences and similarities of lifestyles in the different African regions 

 
Locational knowledge 
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night) 
 
I can explore and describe the different regions and countries of Africa (northern Africa and Morocco, western Africa and 
Nigeria, central Africa and the Central African Republic, eastern Africa and Tanzania and southern Africa and South Africa). 
Within this objective, we will:  

- Identify which African countries are north and south of the equator 
- Discuss the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and what this means for Africa 

- Explain the different time zones in Africa  

Key Vocabulary 
Human and physical geography: climate zone, biome, rivers, source, settlement, region, Africa  
Locational knowledge: country, hemisphere, northern, southern, central, eastern, western, longitude, latitude, Tropic, 
Cancer, Capricorn, time zone 

Spring Term: ARE WE SHACKLED TO OUR PAST? 
Locational knowledge 

locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 
 
I can identify the key ports used in triangular trade and explain why they were chosen. 
 
Human and physical geography 
human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
 
I can identify the key ports used in triangular trade and explain why they were chosen. 
I can explain what was exported in the triangular trade.  

Key Vocabulary 

Locational knowledge: Bristol, Liverpool, Morocco, Nigeria, Ivory Coast, trade 
Human and physical geography: Bristol, Liverpool, Morocco, Nigeria, Ivory Coast, trade 

Summer Term: WHY WAS SO MUCH OWED BY SO MANY TO SO FEW? 
Place knowledge 

Understand geographical similarities through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 
 
I can explain the geographical similarities between Bristol and Dusseldorf  
 
Locational knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries and major cities 
I can locate Europe on a map and identify the allies and axis powers.  

Key Vocabulary 

Place knowledge: human, physical, feature, region, Bristol, Dusseldorf  
Locational knowledge: country, map, globe, location, physical, human, characteristics, major cities 

 


