
Woolavington Village Primary School 
 

Safeguarding Contextual Information 
 
Context 
At Woolavington Village Primary School we recognise that the majority of our children are well cared for and 
benefit from caring and supportive parenting. However, we are aware of potential risks within the wider 
community; having an understanding of these factors should further ensure the safeguarding of children and 
young people. 
 
Woolavington Village Primary School serves economically and socially deprived areas of Woolavington and its 
surrounding areas including Bridgwater, which means that additional factors are relevant when safeguarding our 
children. 
 
Our Staff at this school are regularly updated on the issues that impact the families that we serve. Poverty, 
unemployment and temporary housing are current factors for families in Woolavington and its surrounding areas 
including Bridgwater.  Due to the development of Hinkley Point, we are aware as a school, of issues that may 
arise such as sexual exploitation, increased drugs in the area, increased mobility, homelessness, domestic 
violence and culture differences. Staff and parents will be regularly updated on the impact and the risks that may 
arise. 
 
 
County Lines and Cuckooing 
“County lines” is the organised criminal distribution of drugs from the big cities into smaller towns and rural areas 
using children and vulnerable people. The term "county lines" has a likely origin due to simply meaning one 
telephone line in use to order illegal drugs, often shared using social media, business cards, or even printed on 
the sides of giveaway cigarette lighters. 
 
Although cannabis is occasionally linked to the county lines organisations, it can be harder drugs that provide the 
focus: heroin, cocaine, and amphetamines. The county lines gangs use standard business techniques to develop 
their trade.   
 
As a school community we are aware that in Somerset, in the last two years, police have been involved in 
tackling active County Lines. Through vigilance, regular cluster safeguarding meetings and sharing concerns with 
professional colleagues, other schools and agencies, we will continue to work together to protect local  children 
and young people from being targeted or exploited by gangs or county lines. 
 
At Woolavington Village Primary School, staff are updated on problems associated with County Lines, Cuckooing 
and exploitation.  These issues are discussed during Child Protection training and updates and staff are aware of 
the signs and key indicators. 
 
Early intervention 
 It is widely recognised that early intervention for vulnerable families and their children can be highly effective. To 
support reduction in central services and the difficulty schools face in accessing external agencies to work 
proactively with families, we have been developing our own early help offer which involves school staff and 
alternative providers. Our Staff are aware of early help issues, including the support of our Parent Family Support 
Advisor (PFSA).  These issues are discussed during Child Protection training and updates and staff are aware of 
the signs and key indicators.      
 
Neglect 
Neglect has been identified as a priority in Somerset because it is the most common reason for a child to be the 
subject of a CP Plan.  In 2017, 55.4% of CP Plans had neglect identified as a factor. We will be following 
Somerset’s Neglect Toolkit to ensure that there is consistency in identifying and responding to neglect.   Staff 
with safeguarding responsibilities at our school (Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and deputy DSL and 
PFSA are familiar with how to use the Neglect Toolkit to assess cases. 
 
Domestic violence and abuse  
Our Staff are aware of problems associated with domestic violence and the signs to look out for.  These issues 
are discussed during Child Protection training and updates.  
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