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At the heart of our music department are the values of creativity, courage, and empathy, which
shape both our curriculum and extra-curricular opportunities.

Creativity is fostered through composition, improvisation, and arranging, encouraging students to
develop their own musical voice. From writing melodies in Year 7 to songwriting and music
production in Year 9, students are given the tools and freedom to explore and express ideas.

Courage is developed through performance opportunities, from classroom ensemble tasks to low-
stakes performance opportunities (Beats & Biscuits) through to school concerts. Students build
confidence by routinely sharing their music in lessons, taking creative risks in improvisation and
composition, and learning to embrace mistakes as part of artistic growth.

Empathy is nurtured by exploring music’s cultural and emotional power. Through units such as
Express Yourself (Year 9) and Atmosphere, Mood and Emotion (Year 7), students consider how music
reflects identity, tells stories, and connects communities. Collaborative performance and ensemble
work teach students to listen, support, and respond sensitively to others.

These values ensure that every student, regardless of ability or background, feels empowered to
express themselves, take risks, and connect meaningfully through music.



Part A: Curriculum Music

Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9)
Lesson Time

e Students have two one-hour lessons per fortnight.
e The curriculum balances performance, composition, and listening, ensuring students
develop both practical and theoretical skills.

Progression of Skills

e Year 7: Core musical elements (rhythm, melody, harmony), ensemble playing, basic
notation.

e Year 8: Expanded chord knowledge, improvisation, jazz, and minimalism, introduction to
music for media.

® Year 9: Greater independence in composition, arranging, and music production, units on film
music, protest music, and songwriting.

GCSE Music (AQA)

e Students can choose GCSE Music, where they focus on performance (30%), composition
(30%), and listening & appraising (40%).

® Access to studio and music technology resources supports coursework and industry-relevant
skills.

Future Development

e Create a booklet for each year group to effectively record progress and targets against
practical objectives.

e Record example performances to use as teaching materials.
Create a system for recording assessments aurally and hosting these.
Develop promotional materials to encourage takeup at GCSE for peripatetic students.

Part B: Extra-Curricular Music

Ensembles & Groups

School Band — Open to all instrumentalists, covering a variety of styles.
e Choir — Performing pop repertoire.

Gospel Voices - A group open to staff and students. Focus on gospel music and multipart
harmony.

e Music Tech Group — Hands-on experience with studio production and digital music creation.



Developing Student Musicians

o Beats & Biscuits — A low-stakes, termly performance opportunity for students to showcase
their music. This is recorded and promoted via the On The Radar newsletter to allow
students and families to engage with the performances.

e An ‘open-door’ department - Encourages younger performers to take up instruments and
form ensembles at break and lunch times. Practice rooms contain materials to support
independent learning and practice.

Future Development

e Expand student-led ensembles, giving students ownership over musical projects. As part of
this, launch a practice room / studio booking system.
Ensure more students accessing peripatetic lessons engage in school shows and productions.
e Launch school record label for student compositions.
Establish a student leadership program for organizing events and mentoring younger
musicians.
Introduce an instrument and equipment hire program.
Expand use of Music Tech within KS3 teaching to remove performance barriers for take-up
at KS4.

Part C: Musical Events
Regular School Performances

o Christmas & Summer Concerts — Showcasing work from all year groups. These are recorded
and copies distributed to ticket holders. Concerts are archived on sbimusic.bandcamp.com.

e School Production — Collaboration with drama, featuring a live band or recorded student
compositions.

e Beats & Biscuits — Informal concerts providing regular performance experience.

Community & Industry Links
o Recording & Digital Release Program — Students publish music via the school record label.
Future Development

e Enhance community outreach by creating more performance opportunities in various parts
of the community and actively involving parents in SBL musical events and programs.

e Work alongside Media Studies & Photography to create music videos in conjunction with the
digital record label.



