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1. Aims 

 
Our aim is to establish the highest possible standards of behaviour at SBL Academy. Every student 
and every member of staff should be able to feel safe and welcome in an environment where people 
are kind, courteous and respectful. 
 
At SBL, we firmly believe that clear expectations and systems are compatible with a caring and warm 
approach, where positive relationships can flourish. 
 
All students are expected to display behaviours which show a respect for their learning and the 
learning of others. This includes arriving to lessons on time and being equipped for learning.  
 
In class, students are required to demonstrate positive learning attitudes and to allow others to 
learn, free from disruption. Students who display positive learning behaviours will receive praise and 
recognition. 
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies and guidance:  
 

• Anti-Bullying Policy 
• Futura Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 
• SEND Policy 
• Equality Policy 
• Attendance Policy 
• Teaching and Learning Policy 
• Uniform Policy 
• Behaviour in Schools: Advice for Headteachers and School Staff (DfE, 2024) 
• Searching, Screening and Confiscation: Advice for Schools (DfE, 2022) 
• Searching, Screening and Confiscation Advice for schools (DfE, 2022) 
• Equality Act 2010 
• Children and Families Act 2014 

 

2. SEND 

  
We have very high expectations of our students and a belief that every student can meet them. 
 
The SEND Department work very closely with the Behaviour and House Teams to ensure all teachers 
have valuable and current information about students so they can adapt their teaching and learning 
strategies appropriately.  
 
If referred to the Isolation Room, access arrangements may be put in place to support any student 

with a special educational need. This will be decided in collaboration with the SEND Department on a 

case-by-case basis and communicated with parents/carers. Examples of access arrangements may 

include movement breaks, mentoring and periods in time in Learning Support 
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3. Ready to Learn 

  

Ready to Learn is a whole school behaviour and learning policy which covers all aspects of school life. 
All consequences are given through a central school system and are carefully monitored by the 
Pastoral Team, Behaviour Manager and Senior Leaders. 
 
The aims of Ready to Learn are: 
 

• To eliminate disruptive behaviour, ensuring that within a purposeful classroom environment, 
no learning time is wasted; 

• To provide clarity for staff and students about acceptable behaviour and the sanctions for 
misbehaviour. 

• To encourage students to take responsibility for their actions; 

• To enable teachers to deliver engaging and creative lessons without disruptive behaviour 
providing a barrier to this.  

 
Ready to Learn is a whole school system which relies on all staff using it in a fair and consistent way. 
No other consequences for behaviour can be used. 
 
Rules are broken down into 3 areas: 
 
• Rules in the classroom; 
• Rules around school; 
• Rules relating to serious incidents. 

 

3.1 Rules in the classroom 

 
 The rules in the classroom are: 
 

• Show you are ready to learn (by starting promptly and continuing to work to the best of 
your ability) 

• Arrive to all your lessons on time (within 3 minutes of the bell) 

• Sit where you are told 

• Listen respectfully when others are talking 

• Keep off-task conversations for social times 

• Work in silence when an adult asks you to 

• Allow others to learn (do not distract people)  

• Stay in your seat 

• Don’t eat or drink (only water is allowed in lessons – nil by mouth in science) 

• Speak to others with respect 
 

If one of these rules is broken, a ‘warning’ will be given, and the student’s name is written on the RTL 
board. If the student breaks a rule for the second time, they will be sent to the Isolation Room for 5 
periods, break, tutor & lunchtime.  
 
Parents/carers will receive a text message from the school if their child is sent to the Isolation Room. 
Other key adults such as social workers or Headteacher of the Virtual School may also be notified. 
 
See Appendix 1 for Rules in PE. 
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3.2 Rules around the school 

  

Academy Detentions  
 
There are no warnings for these rules. A student will receive an academy detention for any of the 
following: 
 

• Running indoors  

• Eating and drinking in corridors 

• Shouting  

• Not clearing away your waste in the canteen 

• Inappropriate physical contact – including pushing. 

• Being out of bounds  

• Inappropriate language 

• Being disrespectful towards a staff member  

• Dropping litter  

• Throwing food or water  

• Failure to bring correct equipment to school (tutor only) 

• Incorrect or modified uniform 
 

Late Detentions  
 
A student will receive a 30-minute detention if: 
 

• The student arrives late to school (8.46am onwards); 

• The student is marked as late to three or more lessons during a week.  
 
Specialist Equipment  
 
In some subjects (PE and Food Technology), students are required to bring specialist equipment such 
as PE kit or ingredients. If a student does not bring this equipment, the practical part of that lesson 
cannot take place for that student.  
 

• If a student does not bring their specialist equipment twice in one term, the student will be 
sent to the Isolation Room.  

 
The school can support students who are eligible for the Pupil Premium – please talk to your Head of 

House. 
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3.3 Rules relating to Serious Incidents 

  

The following scenarios are Serious Incidents. Students will be asked to go to the Isolation Room 
whilst the incident is being investigated.  
 
In some cases, it may be appropriate for parents/carers to collect the student immediately.  
 

Defiance - Refusal to carry out a 
reasonable request made by a 
member of staff. 

Students should be asked explicitly: 
 
“I have asked you to…     …This is a reasonable request. Are 
you refusing to do as I have asked?”  
 
There must be no negotiation. If a student does not 
immediately comply with the request, they will be referred 
to the Isolation Room. 

Truancy - Being out of lesson for 
more than 10 minutes without 
permission. 

Students may only be out of lessons with an exit pass.  
 
If a student breaks this rule and is out for more than 10 
minutes of a lesson, this will immediately result in a 
referral to the Isolation Room.  

Verbal abuse – directed towards a 
student or member of staff   

This may include name calling, swearing or discriminatory 
language.  

Physical abuse – directed towards a 
student or member of staff   

This may include throwing items, hitting or fighting.  
 
Pushing past a member of staff will not be tolerated.  

Threatening behaviour  This may include threatening body language, verbal threats 
or threats which take place online e.g. Snapchat.  

Dangerous behaviour This includes any behaviour where a student places 
themselves or others in danger. 
 
Examples may include throwing objects or climbing 
buildings. 

Drugs or alcohol – possession or use  This is against the law and may result in permanent 
exclusion.  
 
Students may be asked to be searched in cases of use or 
possession of drugs or alcohol.  
 
If a student refuses to be searched, parents/carers will be 
contacted immediately to discuss next steps, which may 
involve contacting the Police for advice.  

Smoking or Vaping – possession or 
use 

Smoking and vaping are not permitted anywhere on the 
school site.  
 
Students may be asked to be searched in cases of use or 
possession of a vape or tobacco.  
 
If a student refuses to be searched, parents/carers will be 
contacted immediately to discuss next steps. 
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If a student has smoked or vaped, or on the balance of 
probability, there is clear intent to smoke or vape, the 
student will be referred to the Isolation Room. 
 
If this happens a second time, the student will be 
suspended.  
 
A third incident relating to smoking or vaping may result in 
a permanent exclusion.  
 

Sharing a toilet cubicle If two or more students are found in a toilet cubicle 
together, all students will be asked if they consent to a bag 
search.  
 
If a student refuses to be searched, parents/carers will be 
contacted immediately to discuss next steps. 
 
Students found sharing a toilet cubicle will be referred to 
the Isolation Room.  

Possession of a weapon or 
dangerous item 

This is against the law and may result in a permanent 
exclusion.  

Possession of other prohibited item 
on the school site 

This will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 

Maliciously setting off a fire alarm This causes significant disruption to the whole school and 
the emergency services. 

Causing deliberate damage to 
property 

This is disrespectful and will not be tolerated.  
 
Examples could include school property for e.g. displays 
and tables or the property of another student such as 
pencil case or mobile phone.  

Bullying  See Anti-Bullying Policy.  
 
It is likely that the alleged perpetrator will be sent to the 
Isolation Room whilst any incident is investigated.  

Harmful Sexual Behaviour  See final section of this policy for further details.  

 

 

4. Rules in the Isolation Room 

 
Students must always work in silence and show that they are ‘ready to learn.’ 
 
If a student shows they are not ‘ready to learn’ in the Isolation Room, they will receive a warning. If a 
student receives a second warning, the school will contact home to alert the parent or carer that their 
child has received a second warning. If they receive a third warning, they will be suspended for the 
remainder of the day and restart their Isolation Room cycle when they return to school. 
 
See 2. SEND for details of access arrangements whilst in IR. At SBL, we believe that all students can 
complete an IR cycle and support student to do so.  
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Students must arrive at the Isolation Room within 5 minutes of being sent to the Isolation Room by a 
member of staff. If they do not, they will be suspended for the remainder of the day and restart their 
Isolation Room cycle when they return to school. 
 
Students can ask for help when working in the Isolation Room. Students complete work in the Isolation 
Room which is in line with their taught curriculum. This work is carefully selected (and reviewed) by 
the Curriculum Team Leaders at SBL. 
 
 

   

5. Behaviour Stages 

 

In order to avoid a situation where a student continues to fall short of the behaviour expectations at 
SBL without further consequence, behaviour stages are closely monitored by House Teams, the 
Behaviour Team and SLT.  
 
The behaviour stages can be found in Appendix B and outline possible support and mitigations that 
will be considered in support of improving a student’s behaviour. 

 

   

   

6. Behaviour outside of school time 

  

The Academy has the power to sanction pupils for misbehaviour outside of the school premises to 
such an extent as is reasonable. Examples may include: 
 

• Taking part in any school-organised or school-related activity; 

• Travelling to or from school; 

• Anytime a student is wearing SBL school uniform or can be visibly identified as a student at 
SBL; 

• Impacting the orderly running of the school; 

• Actions that bring the school into disrepute 
 
Further examples relating to bullying (including online) can be found in the SBL Anti-Bullying Policy. 
 
 
 

7. Incidents relating to harmful sexual behaviour 

   
Sexual violence and sexual harassment are never acceptable and will not be tolerated at Sir Bernard 
Lovell Academy. If during the triage, processing, or investigating of an incident it is reported or 
suspected that the incident involves sexual violence and/or sexual harassment, the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (or a Deputy DSL) will be informed.  
 
Reports of sexual violence and sexual harassment are likely to be complex and require difficult 
professional decisions to be made; the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or a Deputy DSL) will take a 
leading role and coordinate a considered and appropriate response.  
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The victim(s) will be reassured that they are being taken seriously and the school will keep them safe. 
They will also be given as much control as is reasonably possible regarding how any investigation will 
be progressed. SBL may be supported by other agencies, such as children’s social care and the police 
as required. Pending investigation into a serious allegation, the children involved will be separated 
until the investigation is complete. This will be achieved by moving the alleged perpetrator(s). This is 
for the protection of the children involved and is not an assumption of guilt.  
 

In some cases of sexual harassment, for example, one-off incidents, the school may take the view that 
the children concerned are not in need of early help or statutory intervention and that it would be 
appropriate to handle the incident using our behaviour policy; this would include the consideration of 
permanent exclusion.  
 
Where a criminal investigation into sexual assault leads to a conviction or caution the school will 
consider any suitable sanctions using our behaviour policy, including consideration of permanent 
exclusion. 
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APPENDIX A: READY TO LEARN IN PE 

 

Sending students to the Isolation Room from PE lessons  

 

The procedure for sending students to the isolation room from a PE practical lesson is different from 
the normal procedure. 
 
Each member of the PE team has a mobile phone that is to be used to contact the Isolation Room 
instead of the online system. Once the student has been asked to go to the Isolation Room the 
member of staff will call the Isolation Room to inform them of the following information: 
 
• Name of student 
• The 2 reasons that has led to the student being sent to the Isolation Room  
• The student will go straight to the Isolation Room in their PE kit 
 
The student’s PE kit will be brought over to them when it is appropriate to do so. Opportunities will 
then be provided to change back into SBL school uniform.  
 
Sending students to the Isolation Room from the Redfield Edge Site  
 
The student cannot return to school on their own. The student will be moved to a safe part of the 
field, and they will then be under Isolation Room rules. 
 
At the end of the lesson the student will return to school with the rest of the class, change back into 
their uniform and then go straight over to the Isolation Room. 
 
Their member of staff will phone across to the Isolation Room at the end of the lesson and give the 
following information: 
 
• Name of student 
• The 2 reasons that has led to the student being sent to the Isolation Room  
• If they have received any Isolation Room warnings during the time in which they were 
removed from the lesson at Redfield Edge. 
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APPENDIX B: BEHAVIOUR STAGES  

Behaviour stages will be recorded on a central record. Behaviour stages are monitored and reviewed 
over a 7 week rolling cycle.  
 
Stage 1 

Threshold Action Intervention 
• 3 IR referrals 

(from lessons) 
• 2 FTEs 
• 2 Serious Incidents  

• Stage 1 letter home  
• Support strategies 

reviewed and 
updated  

• Teachers updated at 
Staff Briefing  

Consider: 
• Support sessions 

with SBL Behaviour 
Manager  

• Strength spotting 
card – monitored by 
House Team. 

 
Stage 2 

Threshold  Action Intervention 
• 6 IR referrals 

(from lessons) 
• 4 FTEs 
• 4 Serious Incidents 

• Stage 2 letter home  
• Intervention Move  
• Meeting with 

parents/carers  
• Support strategies 

reviewed and 
updated  

• Teachers updated at 
Staff Briefing  

Consider: 
• Support sessions 

with SBL Behaviour 
Manager  

• Strength spotting 
card – monitored by 
House Team. 

• Learning 
observations by 
SEND Team 

• Review timetable  
• Tutor/House move 
• EHAP 

 
Stage 3 

Threshold  Action Intervention 
• 10 IR referrals 

(from lessons) 
• 6 FTEs 
• 6 Serious Incidents 

• Stage 3 letter home 
• Longer Intervention 

Move  
• Behaviour Plan 
• Meeting with parents 

to review Behaviour 
Plan  

• Support strategies 
reviewed and 
updated  

• Teachers updated at 
Staff Briefing 

Consider: 
• FLUX mentoring 
• Alternative Provision 
• Wider timetable 

change  
• Belonging Toolkit 
• Direction Offsite 
• Seek advice from the 

LA High Risk Group 
 

 
 
Additional Trigger Points 
 

• If a student refuses to attend the Isolation Room on two consecutive occasions, they will 
be referred to the Isolation Room of another school for 3 days (this is referred to as an 
Intervention Move). 

 

• If a student is removed from the Isolation Room on two consecutive occasions, they will 
be referred to the Isolation Room of another school for three days (this is referred to as 
an Intervention Move). 


